[image: ]Easter Sunday 2026
He is Risen!
Hallelujah!
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	Join us in church or online
www.youtube.com/@stmatthiaschurchtorquay6827/streams

	Sun 05 April

Easter Sunday
	6.30am Sunrise Service at Babbacombe Down Lookout Point

	
	8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

	
	9.30am Explore Together with Baptism

	
	10.30am Gather to Pray

	
	[image: Generated QR Image]11am Holy Communion with Baptism 
To join us online use the QR code or link   https://tinyurl.com/yfrj5zd3  

	Mon 06 April
	Church and Centre closed for Bank Holiday

	Tues 07 April
	9-9.30am Morning Prayer on zoom – details below

	
	Toddlers on holiday!

	
	Knitters also on holiday!

	Wed 08 April
	9am Holy Communion 

	
	Welcome Space is taking a week off – back on 15th!

	Thurs 09 April
	 

	Fri 10 April
	

	Sat 11 April
	1.00 to 4.00pm Crafternoon in Hall – see below for details

	Sun 12 April
	8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

	
	9.30am Explore Together with Communion

	
	10.30am Gather to Pray

	
	11am Morning Worship  followed by tea/coffee

	
	5.30pm An hour of prayer everyone is welcome to join us.








Collect: 
God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell: fill your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen


Thanks go to:
Those who help guide our feet on to the way and those who work behind the scenes enabling us to worship God with confidence






Church Office:  01803 214175   admin@st-matthias-church.org
Rector:  From September – Rev’d Stephen Yates
Associate Minister: Rev’d Paul Barton 07807 636470 revpaulbarton@gmail.com
Assistant Clergy: Rev’d Dallas Ayling 07806 608220 revddallasayling@yahoo.co.uk
Youth & Children: 07832 738998 helen.baker@st-matthias-church.org






ReadingsChurch Office:  01803 214175   admin@st-matthias-church.org
Rector:  Vacancy – please contact the Office for any enquiries
Associate Minister: Paul Barton 07807 636470 revpaulbarton@gmail.com
Curate:  Claire Reynolds 07858 313677  claire.reynolds.bmc@gmail.com
Youth & Children 07832 738998 helen.baker@st-matthias-church.org




 Acts 10:34-43 (New International Version – UK) 
Peter has arrived at the house of Cornelius in Caesarea, who has explained his vision.
34 Then Peter began to speak: ‘I now realise how true it is that God does not show favouritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached – 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
39 ‘We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen – by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

John 20:1-23 (New International Version – UK)
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’   3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’   ‘They have taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where they have put him.’ 14 At this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realise that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.’
16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’   She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means ‘Teacher’).  17 Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’ And she told them that he had said these things to her.  
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’ 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.


News  
Mission News
We’ve had a new letter from our CMS mission partner Nicci Maxwell, please click on this link to find out more about her and read her latest update -  
Nicci Maxwell, South Sudan - Church Mission Society (CMS)
[image: Choir Singers Clipart Kid - Music Choir PNG Transparent Background]
The highlights video of St Matts’ Gospel Singers’ 10th anniversary concert held last October is now available on YouTube: https://youtu.be/Bo6A81X0MkA

Ecoaction for April. 'Reduce, re-use and recycle' – 
this month's challenge is to re-use. Ideas include buying from a charity shop to refresh your spring wardrobe or replace broken glassware or china, or investigating the Oxfam online shop for clothes and books (a wide choice of both in good condition and costing much less than new). 
Re-using packaging is also a great money-saver!

Dates for your diary
Coffee Box is Back! 
Our monthly community outreach event on the piazza returns on Easter Saturday 4 April, 10.00 - 12.00, followed by 16 May, 13 June, 11 July, 22 August and 12 September.
A friendly chat, prayer if desired, and free refreshments are offered to everyone passing by. If you would like to join the team, please see Joanna Wilkinson (07910 828321) or Mike Higgins (07702 457350)

[image: Generated QR Image]One of the UK’s top Christian singer/songwriters, Philippa Hanna, is back in Torbay over the Easter weekend for the “Till the Whole World Knows” event.
Good Friday at 7pm, Easter Saturday at 3pm and 7pm
At Christ Church, Paignton TQ3 2AA.  
Details on Eventbrite at tinyurl.com/5ymvwta6 or use the QR code

CRAFTERNOON  
Feeling creative? Come along to our next Crafternoon on Saturday 11th April, from 1pm-4pm (pop in any time). It's open to any age, adults and children and no previous crafting skills required! Suggested donation £3pp or £5 for 1 adult & 1 child. Children need to be supervised by an adult, but adults don't need a child to come along!

[image: ][image: ]Starting on 14 April! Weekly on a Tuesday at 12.30, with a light lunch.  Alpha is a space to unpack the basics of the Christian faith together. Please have a word with one of the clergy, or use this QR code, or link  https://alpha.org.uk/   to find out more

Girls Allowed fish and chip supper will be on Thursday 23rd April, meeting at 5.30pm for a 6pm start. Gluten free will be available if requested. Please reply to Elaine on elainebiden@hotmail.com   or  07974 001227  by Friday 17th April as we will have to confirm the order. Donations of £3-5 welcomed. Elaine, Andrea, Susie, Sue and Judi '

Dine-out Sundays   Our next lunch is on 26th April at 1pm at The Central Conservative Club, Torquay.  Please note the change of time, and the lunches will be on the 4th Sunday of the month from now on.  Please contact Gill for info or to book 07709 727714.

 [image: Question Mark Clipart Free Stock Photo ...]Notice to our potential Quizzers! This event will now take place in the Church on Saturday 2nd May at 7pm
 Further details to follow - Nick Hewlitt ( Chairman, Friends of St Matthias)

Sarah Chaplin will be at The Royal Lyceum for an uplifting, feel-good Gospel style retro sing-along.  Suitable for all ages Tickets £7 Sunday May 10th @ 4pm. www.unleashedtheatrecompany.com

[image: ]Christian fruitfulness approaching and in retirement.  3rd October – 
This will be a ½ day mini conference for all Christians in Torbay approaching or just in retirement, looking at this crucial and major transition stage and what it means as Christians.  Learning and sharing.  If you are interested, or keen to contribute, please contact  dh@davidhodson.com 

[image: ]Urgent  Do you know of a two-bedroomed flat that would be available to rent soon, preferably in Wellswood or Babbacombe /St Marychurch area? If so, please contact Judi  at  judithstannard@outlook.com  for more information. 
[image: ]
Part-Time Sales Assistant - 3 days per week
An exciting opportunity to serve God on the High Street at Choice Words, the award winning independent Christian bookshop in Newton Abbot. Details or to apply roy@choicewords.co.uk
Prayers for the week	
Mon: Heavenly Father, We thank You for the induction of our new Archbishop of 	Canterbury, Rt Rev Sarah Mullally and we pray that, as the first female Archbishop, 	she may lead well, and be revered by one and all.
Tues: Lord Jesus Christ, May all who have lost loved ones in wars, and in peace, know 	Your presence filling the gap, and Your loving arms around them.
Wed: Gracious Lord, Be with missionaries across the world, enabling them to shine Your 	peace, Your love and light to one and all.
Thurs:  Holy Spirit, Fill us each day with Your wisdom and strength, that we may see You 	more clearly and follow You more dearly.
Fri: Father God, We think of children across the world who are influenced by social 	media, and we pray that new laws diminishing this may be implemented and 	followed.
Sat: Loving Lord, We pray for our farmers who have lost fuel and fertilisers due to the 	closure of the Strait of Hormuz, and the subsequent loss of heating & eating 	affecting others.
Sun: Heavenly Father, We thank You, once again, for all You do for us, and for 	empowering us to be Your chosen children.  May we be true to You at all times.
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